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COMMUNITY SUPPORT 
Statement 

HON TIM CLIFFORD (East Metropolitan) [5.23 pm]: I rise to speak on an initiative that I have put forward 
through my office in recent months to support many people. I put together a series of care packages to give out to 
people in need throughout this time because a lot of people are doing it tough. I found that process to be quite 
eye-opening. We put together 30 care packages that consisted of two bags to each package. Each package had 
basic essentials such as rice, biscuits, hygiene products and things like that. I found that quite a few people were 
referred to my office because a lot of people are in need at this time. I delivered a lot of those packages myself. I drove 
all over the metropolitan area, travelling to Coolbellup, Karrinyup, Joondalup, the Swan Valley, Cloverdale and 
Swan View. There is no real type of person who we might imagine is in a situation of needing to reach out and ask 
for help. I found that people from different age groups and backgrounds, ranging from a young couple in community 
housing to an elderly couple on the pension who own their own house, are finding it really tough. The messages 
I received were that people were grateful, but they were still looking at the federal government and asking questions 
about different initiatives that might be put forward by the state government to offer more support in this space. It 
is hard to give answers to these people and say that everything is going to be all right because we do not know, 
considering there are a lot of unknowns with the COVID pandemic and the actions of the federal government. 

The consistent anxiety and feedback I received usually related to JobKeeper and JobSeeker. People were grateful 
that the assistance provided by what was called Newstart and what is now known as JobSeeker was doubled at the 
time, which helps so many people. We need to continue to be loud and listen to what is going on in the community. 
I note people’s anxiety that JobSeeker might be reduced in the coming months. That is something that we really 
need to think about. I know that we are in a different jurisdiction, but we have a voice as elected officials and we 
can amplify the voice of the community to ensure that the federal government listens to what is going on in the 
community and considers supporting these people. As I said, I spoke to pensioners, people who had just lost their 
jobs and a lot of people with casual work. I am worried about exactly how high the unemployment rate will go because 
we know that casualisation is an issue and it has become even more of an issue following the COVID pandemic. 
I really think that we are in a position to help people. It is not just one group of people that needs help. I ask this 
chamber to listen to the voices. I know that it is August and the JobSeeker allowance will be reduced in coming 
months. I hope that people are listening and that we can get a good outcome for people in need in the community. 
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